
A rather peculiar case of the development of the child-care in Finland. 

 
Finnish women got the right to vote in the Parliament Elections in 1906 and have 

been active in women and child issues since then. In 1907, The Social Democratic 
Women Members of the Parliament made a motion to found a home for unwed 

mothers and children with government funding. As a result of this motion, ENSI 
KOTI, THE FIRST HOME was opened as late as 1930 and with the assistance of the 

government. 
 

A Finnish Lady Sophie Mannerheim had studied in London, England, at St. Thomas 

Hospital from 1899 to 1902. She had the best available training in Nursing and when 
she returned to Finland she renewed the training of Nurses in Finland to the same 

level as it was in England. 
 

In year 1917 Sophie Mannerheim founded MOTHER CARE FOR THE CHILDREN 
ASSOCIATION to assist single mothers and their children. She was convinced that 

voluntary organisations would be most powerful to act in the best interest of the 
children.  

 

The Field Marshall is convinced to protect children 
 

In 1918, after the war, Sophie Mannerheim convinced his brother Marshall 
Mannerheim to take interest in children’s issues. They realised that every chance of 

succeeding to make the conditions of the country stable, was to unite the nation. 
They also felt that it was necessary to develop social conditions in the country. 

 
Marshall Mannerheim was at first hesitant to accept the leading position in the 

organisation which had very ambitious plans, such as creating the Maternity and 

Child Health Care Clinic Organisation through-out the country and to renew and 
develop the training of Pediatric Nurses and Midwives. 

 
A third enthusiast was needed and indeed, Pediatrician Arvo Ylppö returned from 

Germany where he had completed his medical training. His expertise in child-care 
convinced Marshall Mannerheim and in October 1920 he allowed his name and his 

home to be used to improve the life conditions of the youth and children and, THE 
MANNERHEIM LEAGUE FOR CHILD WELFARE was founded. This organisation is still 

working in the best interest of children.  

 
If only it were possible to get all the generals in the world to start acting for 

children’s welfare. 
 

 I am a pacifist and want to show it in my art. I worked in Africa for 8 years and 
Somalia was one of the countries. The Interior War in Somalia and people now living 

in exile made me perform several anti-war performances. The last piece was 
performed in Poland after the Iraq War - a mourning performance titled SIGHS AND 

WAILS. I co-operated with a sound artist who recorded a lament about the child and 

war. It was very touching and people understood not the words of the lament but the 
intense feelings of sorrow. I think that war always hits children worst. 

 
NO CHILD, HUSBAND, WIFE OR BELOVED SHOULD BE SEND TO WAR. 
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