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Manfred Hammes studied 
graphic design at Aachen university
and at Kunsthochschule Cologne; 
since 1983 he is an independent 
artist doing paintings, actions,
objects in public space and 
crossovers.

Karin Meiner did education, psycho-
logy and philosophy at the university 
of Bonn and studied art at Joseph 
Beuy’s FIU (Free International University) 
in Düsseldorf; since 1983, she too does 
paintings, interdisciplinary projects and 
performance art.

Since 1991 Karin Meiner and Manfred Hammes have asked people at openings, 
museum festivals, symposiums, in subways and cultural centres in Germany,
Europe, India and Thailand WHAT IS ART?
Visitors are asked to write down their personal definition of art and are then
photographed together with this definition with a Polaroid camera. These 
photographs are collected and displayed on a screen which serves as meeting
point in the course of the event. Visitors and guests get into conversation with 
each other and discuss the question “What is art?” Up to now Hammes & Meiner 
have collected more than 800 photographs. They are planning to publish the 
collection when it comprises 1000 statements. The project is governed by the 
democratic principle to ask anyone who wants to give an answer = interactive
cooperation. In relation to the subject of “post- and procreation” the idea of their 
project “Art is...” is to stimulate discussions about art as ongoing result of their
documentation work.

www.hammes-meiner.de
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